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NEWS BRIEFS
Do you ever wonder how the
government uses the information it
gets from the census? Does it use
the information to determine needs
in certain areas, or is it just be
ing nosey? Who will decipher the
information gathered? And how
much tax money will be used?
See CENSUS on Fg. 2

ARTS & LEISURE
BRIEFS
UAH's fourth annual LAN
Party takes place this Friday in
the UC Exhibit Hall. If you are
unfamiliar with a LAN Party, it is
a big video game party. The party
will feature tournament-style gam
ing including Call of Duly: Mod
ern Warfare and Counter Strike:
Source. Rock Band will be fea
tured on the main stage with house
speakers and stage lighting.
See LAN on Pg. 4

SCIENCE & TECH
BRIEFS
Instead of heading to the
beach for spring break or staying
home, seven students from UAHuntsville's Charger IEEE student
branch competed in the annual
IEEE SoutheastCon robotics com
petition held this year in Concord.
N.C.. placing fifth out of 44 teams.
Hosted by a different university
each year, the four-day event fea
tures competitions in the fields
of hardware, software, website
design, ethics and IEEE student
branch t-shirt design.
See IEEE on Pg. 5

SPORTS BRIEFS
The UAH Chargers entered the
Midwest Regional Semifinal com
ing off a splendid run in the Col
lege Hockey America tournament.
The Chargers caught fire at just the
right time to beat rival Niagara 32 in overtime in the championship
to claim the CHA crown. The win
gave the Chargers an automatic
bid in the 2010 NCAA Division I
Men's IceHockey Tournament.
See REDHAWKS on Pg. 6
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Mike Griffin Appointed New President - Changes Name of University to NASA
STRATA MAY
April Fools Intern
In a surprising move Mon
day, Dr. David Williams stepped
down as president of UAH and
appointed Mike Griffin, former
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration director, to be the
new president of our university.
Griffin's first act upon attaining of
fice was to rename the university
to the North Alabama Science and
Aerospace University, or NASA.
"I believe I made the right de
cision by following in my prede
cessor's footsteps," Griffin said. "I
can think of a really cool logo that
would help make it instantly recog
nizable. too."
"Mike has such excellent ideas
for where he wants to take this uni
versity." Williams said about his
decision to step down. "I thought
I'd help make it easier for him to
accomplish his goals by removing
the middleman. Me."
What exactly are Griffin's
goals? "I plan on expanding the al
ready robust aerospace engineering
program that this university prides
itself on," Griffin said. "I want to
expand our relationship
and work
more closely with Marshall Space

Proposed changes to the Materials Science Center. Photo Courtesy of UAH. Altered by Matt Sayar

Flight Center. If they want to move
their offices over here, that could
work, too."
"We've already begun talks
with the U.S. Space and Rocket
Center to relocate the working Sat
urn V rocket to campus," Griffin
said. "For. uh. research." he added,
making air quotes with both of his

The Chargin' Chinchillas:
UAH's New Mascot
BLATHER MAYOS
April Fools Intern
After a recent nightmare about
mistreated chinchillas bred for fur
coats. President Williams has de
cided to change the school mascot
to a chinchilla to raise awareness
and help improve conditions for
these animals.
Chinchillas are cute and loveable rodents originally from South
America. They are a social and
docile pet that can live as long, if
not longer, than a dog. Their fur
is so luxuriously soft that their fur
has become a necessity for any ex
pensive fur coat and/or boots. This
fur has led to chinchilla farming.
In the past century, they have
been almost completely wiped out
due to farming. In these farms, the
chinchillas are kept in cages that
are barely bigger than the animals
and are stacked one on top of each
other several cages deep. Chin
chillas have to be bred and killed
in bulk in order to gross enough fur
for coats, boots, and other accesso
ries. This, according to President
Williams, is no longer acceptable.

According to Williams, in a
recent dream, these chinchillas that
were stacked in cages began talk
ing to him. He became friends with
one in particular. Mr. Flufflesworth.
Williams and Mr. Flufflesworth es
caped into the night to frolic in the
flowers, smell the coffee and even
pick up some lady chinchillas. The
evening on the town quickly came
to an end as the evil chinchilla
farmer caught Mr. Flufflesworth,
quickly taking his life and all of
his fur. Screaming himself awake,
President Williams cried until
moming. After taking the morning
off. he came back to UAH sure of
the next step: to change the UAH
mascot to a chinchilla.
The new mascot will help raise
funds for various organizations
dedicated to helping these helpless
and mistreated animals. President
Williams hopes the student body
will understand the importance of
the cause and take it up as well. He
would gladly answer any questions
about the various chinchilla aware
ness events he plans for the near
future.

hands.
"I'm sure the university will
thrive under the capable hands
of our new president," Williams
reflected. "I'm sure I'll miss the
lovely Alabama weather, but I'm
looking forward to enjoying a de
licious Royale with Cheese with
Susan Boyle."

Mike Griffin plans to host an
open house to field any questions
or concents the community might
have.
Anyone interested should visit
the newly renamed "NASA Con
trol Room Auditorium" located in
the Materials Science Center on
April J.

Dear Mr. Herman Samuels...
JEFFREY TIMOTHY
UAH Committee Chair
We would like to applaud
your outstanding mentorship to
students and your high contribu
tions to UAH. You have outclassed
your peers by a significant margin
by going above and beyond your
call to duty. After reviewing your
career and life decisions, we cre
ated an award in honor of you. This
is a very prestigious award and a
hard accomplishment to achieve.
Congratulations
for
receiving
"Outstanding Douche of the Year,"
which will be presented at our facutlry awards banquet on April 1.
There was a very strict qual
ity review of your career choices
as well as your family life. We see
that you left UAH to take a job in
Pennsylvania, where you lived for
two years before deciding to return
to our lovely campus to work at
UAH. We eagerly awaited the re
turn of you and your family. But
to our surprise, you did not return
with your wife and your kids.
We realized that you took a
job in Pennsylvania for two years
to avoid alimony payments and
served your wife divorce papers

in that state. Not only were you a
• gentleman, you left your ex-wife,
who never worked a day in her life
in Pennsylvania, and married your
mistress, who lived in Huntsville.
We were very sad to hear that you
paid very little child support until
your kids turned 18 and that your
wife had to depend on her family
members to move herself and your
children back to Huntsville.
Had you made better deci
sions, we would have mistakenly
presented you with our other pres
tigious award "Outstanding Citizen
Mentor of the year."
Again we would like to say
congratulations for your wonder
ful morals. Congratulations for be
ing there for your family and be
ing so thoughtful as to give them
a permanent vacation in a far-away
state and to teach them humility by
allowing them to borrow money
to return home to your ex-motherin-law. However, most of all. con
gratulations for setting such a won
drous standard for others to follow.
You rock!
Sincerely, the
Prestigious
Award Committee.
Jeffery Timothy. Chair of the
Prestigious Award Committe

The front page of this issue of The Exponent is very obviously ficticious. If you believe any of this, you are a warped human being and might need to seek psychiatric help. Do not call or
e-mail The Exponent asking for more information on these stories. We won V answer you. However, we hope you got a good laugh, and if you would enjoy more laughter check out more
articles'that could not fit in this issue on our Web site http:llexponent.uah.edu. Also, if you haven t already, check out our Facebook page "The UAH Exponent."
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How Does the Health Care Reform Affect You? UAH Student Remains Missing
JULIE RAMHOLD

over $2000 for married couples.

will be able to stay on their par

RAYMOND GILSTRAP

since Saturday night when a canoe

Staff Writer

Those numbers are not set in stone

ents' insurance until the age of 26.

Editor-in-Chief

bearing him and two other men

though —the fee could also be as

capsized in Smith Lake. The other

Since Obama's election, he

high as 2.5 percent of income. In

That is the most immediate change,
which will begin September 2010.

The search for Michael Stut-

has talked about health care re

dividuals and couples will be taxed

For many, this gives them plenty of

ler, a 21-year-old UAH student,

form, and the country has waited to

based on whichever one is high

time to earn their degree.

ended yesterday afternoon at 2:30

hear the result.

er—the set fee or the percentage of

Along with the health care bill,

care reform bill would pass with

their income.
However, www.slate.com re

"revamp[ing] the federal student

no problems; others have theorized

ports that individuals can be taxed

loan program." Eventually, the ar

that it would not pass at all; and

"$750 if their income is up to three

chitects of the bill aim to push the

plenty of debate has raged over

times the poverty level, or [even]

maximum Pell Grant amount up

whether it was a good bill or not.

$950 if [they] make more than

from $5,350 to $5,975. They want

JESSICA ROBINSON

open to the public. Go to www.

that."

to accomplish this over the next

Staff Writer

servingthecityonline.com for more

Some speculated that a health

But the fact is that the bill
passed.

Now that the country is

An article from Washington

another bill includes provisions for

prayers during this difficult time.

information.

seven years.

tion is how the reform will affect

Life, posted at http://www.stud!ife.

those benefits. Some of the young

meetings on March 22 and 29, in

the population.

com/news/2010/03/24/hcalth-care-

er undergraduates may reap the

UC 131 to discuss past and upcom

reform-and-you/, states that "pri

rewards of this plan if they attend

ing events.

requirement that every American

vate coverage is going to be subsi

graduate school, however. Though

dized for people who have low and

the changes are being put into mo

Shirts for Change campaign. Stu

Some reports named the fine

moderate incomes."

tion now. the effects will likely not
be seen until 2012.

dents are encouraged to write what

The

Senate

discussed

the

they would like to see changed in

2010 Census, "We Can't Move Forward Until You Mail It Back"

SGA elections are moved to
April 14-15.
The Senate also discussed Stu
dent Appreciation Day on April 2

purchase insurance or be fined.

Under the new bill, students

is

SGA Senate Report
SGA held its weekly general

at

community

and friends in their thoughts and

Stutler has remained missing

Many students may not see

for individuals and

UAH

this morning at 8:30 a.m.

Student

over $600

The

asked to keep Stutler and family

University's

A highly debated point is the.

to shore.

p.m. and was slated to start again

over that hurdle, the ultimate ques

newspaper

two men managed to make it safely

Free Chick-fii-A sandwiches and
hotdogs will be provided.
The Senate re-chartered the
Salsa Club.

SGA on the backs of the shirts that

SGA general meetings are held

members of SGA are wearing.
SGA also discussed a vol

every Monday at 8:45 p.m. in U.C.
attend.

JESSICA ROBINSON

across the U.S. The money is to

will recognize same-sex marriage,

unteer project with First Baptist

Staff Writer

fund hospitals, schools and public

although there will be technical

church. This volunteer event is

131. and all students are invited to

works projects, etc. Another pur

problems with the census software

Do you ever wonder how the

pose of the census is to determine

due to this change.

government uses the information it

how many seats each state is allot

gets from the census? Does it use

ted in the U.S. House of Represen

sue of this year's census is the use

JESSICA ROBINSON

dent must complete a "Request

the information to determine needs

tatives.

of the term "Negro" as a choice to

Staff Writer

for Waiver of Living on Campus"

UAH Housing Updates

But the most controversial is

in certain areas, or is it just be

The Government Accountabil

ing nosey? Who will decipher the

ity Office estimated that the cost

"Many older African-Ameri

On Feb. 25, 2010. UAH Hous

information gathered? And how

of the 2010 census would be over

cans identified themselves that way,

ing announced its revised on-cam-

much tax money will be used?

$11 billion, approximately $72 per

and many still do," Census Bu

pus housing requirements. After

UAH Housing also announced

According to http://20IO.census.gov. every citizen is required

household. And Lockheed Martin
was recently awarded a $500 mil

reau spokesman Jack Martin said.

much consideration. Housing has

that the new residence and dining

"Those who identify themselves as

decided that students who live with

hall complex is on schedule for

to participate in the census every

lion contract to develop and oper

Negroes need to be included."

their parents or legal guardians will

decade. As required by the Con

ate an information processing sys

But whether you find the 2010

move-in this fall.
The engineering

stitution. a census has been con

tem for the 2010 census. With the

census informative, intrusive or

ducted every 10 years since 1790;

economic downturn, the budget for

thus. Census 2010 will be the 23rd

the census has caused much con

United States census.
One purpose of the census is

troversy.

to help government officials decide
how $400 billion in federal funds

sus is not the only issue sparking
debate. Those administering the

will be distributed to communities

census have announced that they

define one's race.

form. The form can be found online
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Donate Plasma and Saue Lives!
For more information
call or visit:
2420 Jordan Lane
Suite L, M & N
Huntsvilie, AL 35816
(256)217-0345

GET PAID

talecrisplasma.com
• Must be 18 years of age.
• Bring valid photo ID, current proof of
address and Social Security or immigration
card.
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Editorial: Riding on the Shuttle Bus: A Moving Misfortune
PIERRE NELSON
Staff Writer
I distinctly remember, as a lit
tle kid, hopping on the Red Line El
train with my mother in Chicago,
and there it was. life and civiliza
tion at its finest. People talked to
each other and the quality of life
was superb. The buses weren't as
exciting, but they were reliable,
and they got me and others to
school, downtown or wherever we
needed to be.
That was the late nineties.
Now fast-forward eight years, and
here I am in Huntsville, Ala., where
public transportation is a very in
trinsic problem that needs to be ad
dressed, especially with a city of its
nascent size.
But before I attempt to down
something, I have to experience
it firsthand.
After my last class I

decided to take a ride on this short
bus that drives around town so
empty and desolate—the Hunts
ville Shuttle.
After the 20-minute wait off
Holmes across from the library,
with no bench or anything that en
courages anyone to actually wait,
I finally saw the bus come from
across the bridge. The bus driver
looked pretty surprised, with a
stark look on his face. As I paid the
50 cents and looked inside, the bus
was virtually empty—except for an
old lady whose hair was literally as
white as snow.
She had Wal-Mart bags in her
brittle hands, with various fruits
and vegetables and what looked
like Arm and Hammer baking soda
because of its distinct orange box.
So I sat down across from her as
she smiled. I then envisioned this
same bus filled with college kids

and 20-somethings. who might
be going to work downtown or to
Bridge Street.
Countless studies show that
public transportation offers surprising benefits to our health, the
environment and our local communities. Public transportation
and walking increases social capital by promoting and encouraging
face-to-face interaction with your
neighbors. As obesity continues
to plague our society, we must realize that there are alternatives—
just not necessarily in Huntsville.
Huntsville lacks density, which
is a major factor because a bus or
train can't go everywhere in every
neighborhood. Huntsville also isn't
very well-connected except for one
neighborhood—Five Points. Its
grid-like street network with a mix
of residences and businesses built
right next to each other is conve-

nient to those
who live there.
It is also the
only neighborhood that of-'
fers a diverse,
mixed-income
environment
for everyone—
young and old,
singles
and
families,
the
rich and the
poor,
So
what
can be done?
Maybe
write
a letter to the
mayor. But as
for now, I'll
see you at the
Kangaroo,
Pholo bv: Michael Barnes

Editorial: How Do You Fix a Problem Like Big Spring Jam?
Courtesy of Daniel Horton
Local online media and social
network circles have been buzzing
about the fate of Huntsville's Big
Spring Jam. The Jam is a long-run
ning music festival held in down
town Huntsville's Big Spring Park.
Talk about it this year is due to the

construction going on in this area,
as well the possibility that the park
and surrounding streets simply may
not have the capacity to handle the
large crowds that the event usually
draws.
AL.com ran an article about
this issue that also touched on a
few other issues. Attendees and

local residents have said in the past
few years that the event isn't really
heading in a good direction. City
management itself responded to
this going to Faeebook to ask for
suggestions about the event. And
did they get it.
A lot of people have had great
ideas about what to do about the

INTERVIEW STREAM

Webcam Recorded Job Interviews

Would fou Hire

J0U?

Create R free flccoee! ie Seconds!

1. Plugin Your Webcam
2. Review and Retry
3. "See and Hear Yourself'

Login to your ChargerPath account to get started.
Office of Career Development, Madison Hall
http://ssc.uah.edu/ssc/careers 256-824-6741

construction, but many have also
voiced "great displeasure with the
quality of the event itself. Com
plaints are varied, but their theme
addresses a number of central is
sues.
The Jam does not feature
modern popular acts. Big names
in the past few years have included
KC and the Sunshine Band. Huey
Lewis and the News and The Vil
lage People. This may have been
a great lineup in the late 70's or
early 80's, but it's a bit pathetic in
2010. Additionally, there has been
an outcry over the lack of local
bands. It's also frustrating knowing
that the Jam once featured current
big acts such as The Foo Fighters
and Destiny's Child with Beyonce
Knowles.
Ticket prices have gotten out
of control. Weekend passes cost
$45 for the Jam last year. Hunts
ville City and Jam organizers try
to promote this as a value, which
would be true if they actually had
a good lineup. However, $45 for
a weekend full of has-beeits on re
union tours is a mighty steep price.
If even one act a night were some
one in the top 10 of album sales on
iTunes, that might be a good deal.
But with the cowboy and indian
singing YCMA as your top act on
your opening night? That's not
even worth ten bucks.
There's no consideration for
weather. There are two short win
dows of time in Alabama where in
clement weather is likely, and Big
Spring Jam is held in one of them.
In 2004 and 2005. the Jam suffered
two straight years of event cancel
lation due to severe weather. I can
personally attest to the problem
with this: my wife and her mom
tried to attend in 2005. They paid
$60 at the gate only to be turned
away within ten minutes due to
weather. Sixty dollars paid—with
no entertainment value rendered in
return.
Weather can't be controlled,
but backup plans can be put in to
place. Organizers have a civic cen

ter with a concert hall and arena
available to them, yet these have
never been properly utilized at the
Jam. The probability for weather
and the lack of planning makes the
Jam less of an entertainment option
and far more of a gamble.
So how do you fix it? The
comments on the city of Hunts
ville's Faeebook page have includ
ed a number of great ideas. Most
of them address the issues I've
listed above. But they also range
from holding the event in a number
of different locations, to making
the event smaller for a year or two.
or perhaps changing the format of
the Jam entirely.
It's clear that the city as well
as Jam management need to step
back and reconsider
many things
as they are trying to get around the
construction dilemma this year, but
it may also present the opportunity
to change things for the better and
ensure the longevity of the Jam for
years to come. With the demise
of a similar competing event in
Birmingham's City Stages, it's the
perfect time for Jam management
to pick up fans of that event.
I'm in no position to give spe
cific advice, but l can certainly
give some from the perspective
of someone who has at one time
enjoyed this event and would like
to do so again. And my advice is
fairly simple.
Rework the Big Spring Jam
to be modeled after Austin's
South by Southwest SXSW is
much more than just a music fes
tival—it's also a film festival as
well as an interactive/technology
conference. Huntsville is surely
a fantastic location for a tech con
ference; it seems as if every other
resident of the town has some sort
of job in the field. And the area is
also perfectly capable of handling a
great film festival, as evidenced by
the success of Florence and UNA's
Lindsey Film Festival.
As for the music part of the
Sec JAM on Pg. 4
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Calling All Gamers to UAH's Fourth
Annual LAN Party!
AMBER RAUSCHKOLB
Business Manager
UAH's fourth annual I,AN Par
ly takes place this Friday in the UC
Exhibit Hall. If you are unfamiliar
with a LAN Party, it is a big video
game party. The party will feature
tournament-style gaming including
Call of Duly: Modern Warfare and
Counter Strike: Source. Rock Band
will be featured on the main stage
with house speakers and stage
lighting. Rock Band starts at 8 p.m.;
judges include the LAN Party staff.
UAH staff and myself.
Star Wars fans should be on

the lookout for the 501st Legion of
Stormtroopers, which is invading
the LAN Party. Group photos will
be taken for a $5 donation to the
UAHuntsville Biological Science
Scholarship Fund, which will also
be accepting donations at the door.
Sponsors Harmonix (the mak
ers of the Rock Band games). Ha
ven comics of Madison and Barnes
& Noble make the event possible.
There will be free concessions and
prizes given away to all attendees.
Admission is free for all UAH stu
dents and local high school stu
dents.

From JAM on Pg. 3

or tech conferences. Additionally,
having them in our other venues
event, planners should look no fur across town would showcase the
ther than local venues. We have city itself. A re-worked event mod
fantastic local music clubs such eled after SXSW would make the
as Crossroads and Sammy T's. event targeted toward a national
There's simply no reason that or audience rather than just local at
ganizers shouldn't be working with
tendees; this would be a fantastic
way to promote the city and put it
these places in order to have Jam
events at these places. Not only are in the mind of national media.
they capable of showcasing local
As I mentioned above, this is
the perfect time for this change to
talent, but it would also be a great
showcase for these local venues. happen. Alabama no longer has a
They should also consider hosting
big event like City Stages, and Big
big name acts inside great venues Spring Jam is at a crossroads this
just inside the Von Braun Center. year due to the construction issue.
We have a great concert hall and a
While Huntsville city and Jam of
high capacity arena that would he
ficials are reconsidering the event
great for a select few modern popu
right now. it's a perfect time for
lar bands.
them to consider reworking it into
We also have conference halls being the event that both Huntsville
in the VBC. local hotels and visual
and North Alabama really need at
ly striking places such as the Space this time. Considering the national
and Rocket Center's Davidson spotlight and revenue that such an
Center. These locations would be event could bring in, we can't af
great places to hold film festivals ford not to consider this.

Kappa Delta Seventh Annual Shamrock Shuffle
JULIE RAMHOLD
Staff Writer
Kappa Delta's Epsilon
Lambda chapter hosts the
7th annual Shamrock Shuf
fle consisting of an all-youcan-eat spaghetti dinner at
the Kappa Delta house on
Friday night, followed by a
5 K run on Saturday.
Each year. Kappa Del
ta chapters all across the
United States host a Sham
rock event to support Pre
vent Child Abuse America,
which is one of the organi
zation's national philanthro
pies. PCAA was established
in 1972 and began "building
awareness, providing edu
cation. and inspiring hope
to everyone involved in the
effort to prevent the abuse
and neglect of our nation's
children." All proceeds are
donated to charity, with 20
percent donated to PCAA
and 80 percent donated to
the Huntsville National Children's
Advocacy Center.

Last year, the women raised
$5000; this year they hope to ex
ceed that.

"This year, we want to exceed
the amount and see a larger com

munity and campus support at the
Shamrock Shuffle," Vice President
of Public Relations Jenna Gordon
stated.
The shuffle begins with
the spaghetti dinner on Fri
day. From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m..
$5 will buy all-you-can-eat
spaghetti. The next morn
ing. the 5K run begins at
8:00 a.m. If runners preregister, the cost is $10. For
$15, runners can also reg
ister the day of the event,
from 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 am.
Awards and door prizes will
be given out in front of the
Kappa Delta house after the
race.
Anyone who wants
to participate can ask a
Kappa Delta for a registra
tion form or download it
from http://www.epsilonlambdashamrock.webs.
com/. There is also a Facebook page for the event
at
http://www.facebook.
com/home. php?#!/event.
php?eid=319742202195.

Never Forget
Join
Jewish Community
for an observance
remembering
t h e Holocaust victims
land t h e Righteous Gentiles

Event Calendar
March 31
• Charged Up For Change! EXPO will take place in the UC from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Over 80 exhibitors of art. music, science and tech
nology. cuisine, activism and dance will showcase their work.
• Comedian Dan Levy performs in the UO Exhibit Hall at 9 p.m.
Levy has appeared on shows such as Chelsea l-ately and Comedy
Central Presents.
April 1
• UAH Theater presents The Mystery of Edwin Drool in Chan Au
ditorium. 7:30 p.m. Free for UAH students. S6 for other students.
SI2 for adults.
April 2
•Battle of the Bands: A Benefit Towards UAH Housing Scholar
ships will be at the slab between the UC and CCRH. Eight local
bands will perform. The winner receives airtime on Rocket 95.1.6
p.m. - 11 p.m. Free.
• The Flying Monkey hosts Monkey Speak, a monthly open mic
night. S5. 8:30 p.m.
April 3
• Daikaiju. Consortium of Genius, and the Extraordinary Contrap
tions play at the Flying Monkey. S8. 8 p.m.
• Peter and the Wolf perform at Hoppers. 9 p.m. Free.
April 4
• Red Headed Step Child wperforms at Bandito Southside. 8 p.m.
Free.
• Freddy Earl and the Blues Mercenaries perform at Kaffeeklatsch.
8 p.m. Free

April 15, 2010
7 pm
Alabama S p a c e and
Rocket Center
Education Building

Yom HaShoah
(Holocaust Remembrance Day)

Sponsored by

The Jewish Federation of
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Office of Technology Commercialization Takes Advantage of UAH Research
MATT SAYAR
Senior Science & Tech Writer

The UAH Office of Technol
ogy Commercialization takes the
ideas and technologies invented by
staff and students and sells them to
interested companies, benefiting
employees, the university, and the
community.
The Office of Technology
Commercialization (OTC) opened
its doors in August 2007 with Kannan Grant as its director. Before
the official establishment of the
OTC. it was slightly more diffi
cult for employees to benefit from
their research and inventions. The
OTC helps streamline the process.
First, a student or employee must
approach the OTC and sign a dis
closure form to let the university

work with them to market their
invention. Several students will
help write documents to report on
how the invention or discovery
will help businesses, and then that
document will be shown to various
businesses that might be interest
ed. Inventors also have the option
of starting their own business and
working with their invention more
hands on as well.
UAH offers competitive roy
alties to their inventors. After fees
are deducted for the process of fil
ing a patent, the inventor receives
70% of the first $50,000 the in
vention or discovery makes, with
the rest being divided among the
department the employee or stu
dent works with. After the $50,000
benchmark, the patent holder will
continue to receive 40% of the roy

alties.
The OTC has several students
working closely with the center
staff. Nathan Steincamp believes
the OTC is a great program not
only for students and employees
benefitting from their inventions,
but for himself as well. "I'm get
ting great hands on experience
working with real companies right
here in Huntsville." Steincamp
says. Aretha Ergus agrees and adds.
"The networking opportunities are
great, too."
A recent project keeping
everyone busy is the Alabama
Launchpad organization. Alabama
Launchpad is a competition within
the state that allows students to
work with their universities to get
real hands-on experience build
ing a business plan and cooperat

ing with businesses to
launch real
products
and innovations. This
year. UAH had a big
hand in the competition,
and currently comprises
two of the nine finalists.
The Office of Technol
ogy
Commercializa
tion is working closely
with the teams to help
them put their best foot
forward. These teams
are working with real
products and negotiat
ing real contracts with
companies, so it is in
everybody's best inter
est for the teams to suc
ceed.
Office of Technology Director Kantian Grant
Photo courtesy of UAH

UAH's Charger IEEE Provides Impressive Showing while Going Green at SoutheastCon 2010
Courtesy of IEEE

Instead of heading to the
beach for spring break or staying
home, seven students from UAHuntsville's Charger IEEE student
branch competed in the annual
IEEE SoutheastCon robotics com
petition held this year in Concord,
N.C., placing fifth out of 44 teams.
Hosted by a different univer
sity each year, the four-day event
features competitions in the fields
of hardware, software, website
design, ethics and IEEE student
branch t-shirt design.
The theme for this year's
competition was "Energizing Our
Future," focusing on using solar
cells as a renewable energy source
for power. Students competed to
create a robot that could traverse
different obstacles on a square
track and complete as many laps as
Possible in only three minutes, all
while running entirely by itself and
on|y on solar power - no batteries
allowed.

With the help of advisors Dr.
Laurie Joiner and Dr. John Piccirillo, professors in the electrical and
computer engineering department.
Charger IEEE met the challenge
and performed with flying colors,
despite major disappointments of
course construction problems and
an unannounced change in the
rules the morning of the competi
tion. The majority of the universi
ties used programmable chips with
infrared or sonar sensors to guide
their robots, but many had no luck.
Charger IEEE's robot, made up of
simple switches and other elec
tronic components, proved that the
simple solution is often the best.
Students from 44 schools
from across the Southeast attended
the event, including competitors
such as Georgia Tech, Tennessee
Tech. Virginia Military Institute
and Clemson University. Charger
IEEE placed fifth out of the 44
teams and second out of the teams
from Alabama, defeating Auburn,
the University of Alabama, and the

University of Alabama in Birming
ham. losing to the University of
South Alabama. The overall win
ner for the competition was Westem Kentucky University.
Team members include Ty
ler Helms (director of communi
cations), Sarah Johnstone (team
lead). Ashely Martin (vice-presi
dent of affairs). Jennifer Paulsen
(president), Vincent Viduarri (proj
ect manager), Aaron Werth (vicepresident of administration), and
Scott West.
Charger IEEE would like to
extend its gratitude to everyone
who participated and provided sup
port in the preparation for South
eastCon, especially Piccirillo and
his fall 2009 senior design class,
as well as the Huntsville Section
of the Professional IEEE Branch.
This trip would not have been pos
sible without their generous fund
ing.
Charger IEEE meets every
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in room 141
in the Engineering Building. The

club is always looking for anyone
and everyone who is interested in
robots, hardware, software or who
just wants to have fun - no mat

ter what your major is! If you have
any questions, please e-mail the
club at chargerieee@gmail.com

This Week in History
ASHLEY TROMBA
Staff Writer

The first week of April marks a period of space exploration,
firsts, inventions, introductions and patents. These innovations in
science and technology have made their mark on the world and
will continue to affect the future of innovative progress.
March 31:
• In 1918, daylight savings time went into effect in the United
States for the first time.
• The*first lunar orbiter was launched by the U.S.S.R in 1966.
April 1:
• Samuel Mory patented the internal combustion engine in 1826.
• In 1891. the London-Paris telephone connection opened.
• In Schenectady, N.Y.. the first radio tube made entirely out of
metal was announced in 1935.
April 2:
• Sir Watson-Watt patented RADAR in 1935.
• Velcro was first marketed in 1978.
• In 1966. the Soviet Union's Luna 10 became the first spacecraft
to orbit the moon.
April 3:
• In 1926, Robert Goddard flew his liquid-fueled rocket for the
second time.
• In 1965. the first atomic powered spacecraft was launched.
April 4:
• The Saturn V rocket was launched in 1968 with unmanned
Apollo 6 on top.
• In 1972, the first electric power plant fueled by garbage began
operation.
April 5:
• In 1792, George Washington cast the first presidential veto.
• The Soyuz 18A aborted launch shortly before reaching orbit in
1975. All of the cosmonauts returned to earth safely.
April 6:
• Roy Plunkett invented Teflon in 1938.
• In 1984, the 11th space shuttle mission, the Challenger 5.
launched.
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Chargers Fall to Top-Seeded Redhawks

CHARGER
SPORTS
SCORES

JONATHAN KEENUM

Staff Writer
The UAH Chargers entered the
Midwest Regional Semifinal com
ing off a splendid run in the Col
lege Hockey America tournament.
The Chargers caught fire at just the
right time to beat rival Niagara 32 in overtime in the championship
to claim the CHA crown. The win
gave the Chargers an automatic
bid in the 2010 NCAA Division I
Men's Ice Hockey Tournament.
The Miami Redhawks came
off an incredible season, finishing
No. I overall in the NCAA polls.

Ice Hockey
Record 12-17-3
CH A 6-10-2
March 27
Miami (Ohio)
Chargers

3
2

Baseball
Record 19-9 GSC 3-3
March 20
Vaidosta State
Chargers

8
10

March 21
Vaidosta State
Chargers

11
7

March 24
Montevallo
Chargers

9
3

March 27
Oakland City
Chargers

2
6

March 27
Oakland City
Chargers

0
4

March 28
Oakland City
Chargers

6
17

March 20
West Georgia
Chargers

0
14

March 27
North Alabama
Chargers

0
3

March 27
North Alabama
Chargers

10
9

March 28
West Alabama
Chargers

2
14

March 28
West Alabama
Chargers

2
9

Date
April 2
April 3
April 6

Men's Tennis
Record 6-5 GSC 0-2
March 24
Martin Methodist
Chargers
March 26
Lee
Chargers

Opponent
Lambuth
Lambuth
Martin Methodist

Site
Home
Home
Pulaski, TN

Time
1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Softball
Record 24-5 GSC 9-1
Date
April 2

Opponent
West Georgia

Site
Home

Photo courtesy of UAH Athletic:

Time
2:00 p.m.

Date
April 1

Opponent
North Alabama

Site
Home

Editor-in-Chief
Time
3:00 p.m.

Women's Tennis
Record 6-6 GSC 0-2
Date
April 1

Opponent
North Alabama

Date
April 3

Event

Site
Home

Talbot Signs NHL Deal
RAYMOND GILSTRAP

Men's Tennis
Record 6-5 GSC 0-2

Time
3:00 p.m.

Track and Field

March 30
North Georgia
Chargers

the past three years. This is a heck
of a bunch of guys, and we're mov
ing forward with a lot of things and
the culture of what we want to do.
I'm proud of them."
Cameron Talbot finished
the
season with several records to be
proud of. This season he appeared
in 33 games, played 1961:55, and
had a very impressive 1,041 saves.
All three are school records.
The Chargers also say farewell
to six seniors: Brennan Barker,
Blake MacNicoi, Kevin Morrison,
Davide Nicoletti, Brandon Roshko
and Tom Train.

Baseball
Record 19-9 GSC 3-3

1
0
6

The Chargers were forced to
empty the net with just under a
minute left in a desperate attempt to
score. The move paid off. as senior
blueliner Brennan Barker scored
with 44 seconds remaining. Fresh
men forwards Keenan Desmet and
Justin Cseter, both experiencing
their first NCAA action, assisted on
the play. The Chargers would not
be able to score again, ending the
contest 2-1 in a hard-fought game.
"We battled and battled for
sixty minutes," Danton Cole, UAH
head coach, said. "I'm proud of
all the hard work they've done all
year. They've improved a lot over

CHARGER SPORTS CALENDAR

Softball
Record 24-5 GSC 9-1
March 20
West Georgia
Chargers

and were the top overall seed forthe
NCAA Tournament. This was truly
a matchup that heavily favored the
Redhawks, but the Chargers would
not go down without a fight.
Junior Cameron Talbot played
very well for UAH and did not al
low a goal when play was evenstrength. Miami opened up the
scoring on its third power play of
the night with 10:24 left in the first.
They scored again on another pow
er play when Cameron Schilling
fired a shot that somehow found its
way into the net after bouncing off
Talbot's glove and rolling down his
back.

Cameron Talbot, junior goalie
for the UAH hockey team, inked a
deal with the New York Rangers
Tuesday, signing a free agent con
tract. After leading the Chargers
back to the NCAA tournament, he
is the first UAH player to sign a
NHL contract directly after a col
legiate season.

the 2010 College Hockey America
Tournament this past season and
shattered several school records,
including season records for saves
and games played in the goalie po
sition.
Talbot appeared in 70 career
games with the Chargers as the netminder, tallying a 15-44-6 record, a
3.10 goals against average, a .907
save percentage, and two 1 -0 shut
outs.

Talbot was named the MVP of
From HOUSING on Pg. 2

JSU Gem of the Hills Invite

academic year.

For more information contact
the UAH Housing Office at 256824-6108 or housing@uah.edu.

COLOR ME

TAN ALL $ - J Q 8 8
MONTH
OR BUY 3 SUNLESS SESSIONS. GET

1

FREE

7
2

JOIN PALM BEACH TAN PREMIER REWARDS AND TAN
2
7

ALL MONTH O N OUR SILVER LEVEL BEDS FOR JUST <19.88

VISIT OUR NEWEST LOCATION
NEXT TO FRESH MARKET!

Women's Tennis
Record 6-6 GSC0-2
March 24
Martin Methodist
Chargers
March 26
Lee
Chargers

PALM BEACH TAN
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"OvlM >M»I» HfcWW£« OJlO-BlLL -V.WOfcMS.lH.
S-fcK.-vfc Mfcfc AfcfcVlSS LWHf IIM OWL Sfcfc WOM
nsseciAt» MOH COV.L. tfc i-fci »n_s axottts -,icr<o

March 31/2010 - The Exponent

Chess Puzzles

Crossword

Puzzle 1: White to Play

Puzzle 2: White to Play

Puzzles courtesy of the UAH Chess Club. The UAH Chess Club meets every• Monday
from 6:00-10:00 pm at the Charger Express Cafe in the University Center. All levels
are welcome!

Achiss
2. Fusion bomb
6. Open vessels
11. Radiograph
13. Passageway
15. Lean-fleshed fish
similar to cod
17. Civil wrong
18. Take
19. Roman poet
20. Sentence of death by
hanging
21. Pre-twenties
22. Finalized
23. — Johnson,
aviatrix
25. Mississippi
flatboats
26. Jewel
30. Expanses
32. Monetary unit of
France
36. Brief review
37. Excessive
accumulation of
fluid in tissue
38. Something
remarkable
40. Gambling tool
41. Tops
47. Vital life force,
regulated by
acupuncture
49. Gout acid
50. Kind of fool
54. Advertise boastfully
55. Female name
56. N Texas town
57. Affirm w ith
confidence
58. Lie adjacent to
another
59. Islamic weight
measures

Sudoku
5

2
5

4

l
9
3

l
9

5
9

8

6

4

4

5

8

2
I

-

Down
1. Outside one's regular
work
2. Shrew
3. Eight bits
4. Vertical spar
5. Sever with the teeth
6. Style
7. Go back on one's word
8. Female name
9. Enjoy
10. Brownian movement
12. Space for movement
14. Propagative part of a
plant
16. Twist
24. Large snake
26. Degree-holder
27. Injure

28. Newfoundland
29. Result of a blow to the
mouth
30. Hotshot
31. Attempt
33. Short attack
34. World's longest river
35. Shy
39. One who attends tables
42. Horse
43. Something fastened to
a wall
44. Sings jazz
45. Film director Frank
46. Damn
47. Witches' conclave
48. Tinges
51. Earth cutter
52. Deeply
53. Fail inadvertently to
retain
54. Race finishing line

Solutions to last issue's puzzles:
3

9

60. Chilean coin
61. Expression of contempt
62. Republic in S Arabia

5

9

6

2

Complete the grid so that every row. column and 3x3 hex contains every digit pom I to 9 inclusive.

2

6

9

3

7

4

8

5

I

4

8

l

5

9

6

3

7

2

7

3

5

2

I

8

6

4

9

3

4

6

8

5

9

l

2

7

l

5

2

4

3

7

9

6

8

8

9

7

1

6

2

5

3

4

9

1

3

/

4

5

2

8

6

5

2

4

6 . 8

l

7

9

3

6

7

8

9

2

3

4

1

5

Chess Puzzles: Puzzle 1 - 1. Qxh2+ 2.Rxh2 Rxgl#
Puzzle 2 - 1. Qh5+ Kg8 2.Qe8+ Kh7

3.Qxd7
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PLAYING THIS WEEK!
UAHuntsville Theatre presents

The

. <*'Edwin
l_>rooD

by

Rupert Holmes

directed by Patricia Ferrier-Kiley & David Harwell

April 1,2, 3 at 7:30,
7, 8, 9,10 at 7:30 and 11 at 2:30
Chan Auditorium

I $6.00 studenls/$12.00 aduUs I UAH students FREE with ID

for more information

824-6871 or www.uah.edu/theatre

